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COMMENTS

The Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho DTV Channel

Allocation Caucus (the "Caucus") 1, by its attorneys and pursuant to

the Commission's Public Notice released on December 2, 1997, hereby

respectfully submits its Comments in response to the ~ parte

submission of the Association for Maximum Service Television, Inc.

and Other Broadcasters (collectively referred to as "MSTV") filed

on November 20, 1997. See Public Notice, "FCC Seeks Comment on

Filings Addressing Digital TV Allotments," MM Docket No. 87-268;

"Ex Parte Submission Based On New Technical Discoveries To Help the

Commission Improve The DTV Table of Allotments/Assignments

Submitted by the Association for Maximum Service Television, Inc.

The Caucus includes the following television stations:
KAPP, Yakima, WA, and KVEW, Kennewick, WA, authorized to Apple
Valley Broadcasting, Inc.; KAUP (CP), Pendleton, OR, authorized to
communication properties, Inc.; KUID, Moscow, ID, and KCDT, Coeur
d'Alene, ID, authorized to the Idaho state Board of Education;
KYVE, Yakima, WA, authorized to KCTS Television; KHQ-TV, Spokane,
WA, authorized to KHQ, Incorporated; KREM-TV, Spokane, WA,
authorized to King Broadcasting Company; KSKN, Spokane, WA,
authorized to KSKN, Inc.; KAYU, Spokane, WA, authorized to Mountain
Licenses, L.P.; KLEW, Lewiston, 10, KEPR, Pasco, WA, and KlMA,
Yakima, WA, authorized to Retlaw Enterprises, Inc.; KSPS, Spokane,
WA, authorized to Spokane School District No. 81; KXLY, Spokane,
WA, authorized to Spokane Television, Inc.; and KTNW, Richland, WA,
and KWSU, Pullman, WA, authorized to Washington sta.te univers~·y.• ~
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and Other Broadcasters, " MM Docket No. 87-268, November 20, 1997

("MSTV SUbmission").

These Comments are submitted in order to: (1) provide general

support for MSTV's suggestion that the Commission adjust the DTV

Table of Allotments to minimize loss of coverage by short-spaced

adjacent DTV-DTV stations; and (2) reaffirm the Caucus' channel

plan in light of recent developments.

By way of background, on June 13, 1997, the Caucus filed a

Petition for Reconsideration of the Commission's sixth Report and

Order ("Sixth R & 0"), FCC 97-115, released April 21, 1997, 62 Fed.

Reg. 26684 (May 14, 1997) (the "Petition") proposing a negotiated

alternative DTV channel plan. 2 This plan, which encompasses all

affected licensees in the eastern Washington - northeast Oregon -

northern Idaho geographic region, corrects a number of short-spaced

adjacent channel DTV allotments, accounts for mountainous terrain,

thick forest and sparse population in the region, reduces the

number of first adjacent DTV-NTSC stations, and proposes only

channels within the so-called "hard" core of spectrum. The Caucus'

plan received industry support in the MSTV SUbmission, which

appended the Petition and urged the Commission to "take into

account the concerns and suggestions of individual stations and

groups such as the Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho DTV

Allocation Caucus". MSTV Submission at 4 & Appendix 3.

20n August 22, 1997, pursuant to the Commission's Order in MM
Docket 87-268, DA 97-1377, released July 2, 1997, 62 Fed. Reg.
37145 (July 11, 1997), the Caucus supplemented the Petition with
certain clarifications and an Engineering Statement reaffirming the
Caucus' alternative channel plan in light of OET Bulletin No. 69.
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The Caucus applauds MSTV and other broadcasters involved in

efforts to advise and assist the Commission in developing a

practicable DTV Table of Allotments as promptly as possible.

MSTV's leadership has been and continues to be invaluable in

resolving issues which could impede the transition to digital.

The Caucus agrees with MSTV that the DTV Table of Allotments

contained in the sixth R & 0 may not fully account for the

substantial potential for interference between short-spaced

adjacent channel DTV-DTV stations. Indeed, one of the primary

considerations in developing the Caucus' alternative channel plan

was elimination of interference created by short-spaced adjacent

channel DTV allocations. Recent test results indicating that loss

of coverage by short-spaced first adjacent DTV stations had been

underestimated by the Commission and the industry confirm the

necessity that the Commission adopt the alternative channel plan

submitted by the Caucus.

The computer-generated Improvements to the DTV Table contained

in Exhibit lA of the MSTV Submission fail to incorporate the

negotiated channel changes proposed by the Caucus. Accordingly, if

the Commission chooses to reevaluate certain DTV channel

allocations in light of the MSTV submission, the Caucus

respectfully notes that the alternative allotments for the Eastern

Washington and Northern Idaho region set forth in Appendix 3 of the

MSTV Submission appropriately account for the DTV-DTV short-spacing
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problem and urges that the specific channel changes for the region

contained in Exhibit 1A of the MSTV Submission not be adopted. 3

WHEREFORE, the Caucus supports MSTV's conclusion that the DTV

Table of Allotments may not fully account for potentially severe

interference between short-spaced adjacent DTV-DTV stations and

respectfully urges that its negotiated channel plan be adopted as

a solution to this problem for the Eastern Washington and Northern

Idaho region.

Respectfully submitted,

THE EASTERN WASHINGTON AND NORTHERN
IDAHO DTV C EL A ATION CAUCUS

By:

Rini, Coran & Lancellotta, P.C.
Dupont Circle Building
1350 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 296-2007

Its Attorneys

December 17, 1997
sefird\ewdtv.exp

3As stated in the text of the MSTV SUbmission, the proposed
channel changes provided in Exhibit lA "are not intended to
foreclose favorable consideration of present and future requests
for individual changes to the DTV Table." See MSTV Submission at
4. Thus, there is no inconsistency between the Caucus' general
support for MSTV's filing and its request that the Commission not
adopt MSTV's suggested improvements for the Eastern Washington and
Northern Idaho region.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, LaJuan A. Simmons, a Legal Secretary with the law firm of Rini, Coran & Lancellotta,
P. C., hereby certify that on this 17th day of December, 1997, copies of the foregoing
"Comments" have been served upon the following:

Vincent J. Curtis, Jr., Esq.
Howard M. Weiss, Esq.
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P. L. C.
1300 North 17th Street
11 th Floor
Rosslyn, VA 22209-3801
Counsel for Warwick Communications, Inc.

David D. Oxenford, Esq.
Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader & Zaragoza
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for Pegasus Communications Corp.

Richard R. Zaragoza, Esq.
Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader & Zaragoza
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006-1851
Counsel for us Broadcast Group Licensee,
L.P.I; and US Broadcast Group Licensee,
L.P.II Inc.

Lawrence Roberts, Esq.
Mark Van Bergh, Esq.
Roberts & Eckard, P.C.
1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for WCPX License Partnership; and
Island Broadcasting, Inc.

Martin R. Leader, Esq.
Gregory L. Masters, Esq.
Stephen L. Berman, Esq.
Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader &
Zaragoza
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite
400
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for Sinclair Broadcasting Group,
Inc.

Jerry V. Haines, Esq.
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for Forum Communications Co.

Clifford M. Harrington, Esq.
Scott R. Flick, Esq.
C. Brooke Temple III, Esq.
Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader &
Zaragoza
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for Univision Communications,
Inc.

Linda J. Eckard, Esq.
Mary L. Plantamura, Esq.
Roberts & Eckard, P.C.
1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 1100
Washington, D. C. 20036
Counsel for The Estate ofHector Nicolau



James J. Popham
Association of Local Television

Stations, Inc.
1320 19th Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20036

Mark W. Johnson
Associate General Counsel
Suite 1200
600 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Howard M. Weiss, Esq.
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C.
1300 North 17th Street, 11 th Floor
Rosslyn, VA 22209-3801
Counsel for Iberia Communications, L.L. C.

Richard Hildreth, Esq.
Vincent J. Curtis, Jr., Esq.
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P.L.e.
1300 North 17th Street
11th Floor
Rosslyn, VA 22209-3801
Counsel for Sainte Partners, II, L.P.;

Warwick Communications, Inc.; and
Pappas Stations Partnership

Dennis F. Begley, Esq.
Reddy, Begley & McCormick
1001 22ud Street, N.W.
Suite 350
Washington, D. C. 20037-1803
Counsel for The Jet Broadcasting Co., Inc.
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Ashton R. Hardy, Esq.
Bradford D. Carey, Esq.
Hardy & Carey, L. L.P .
111 Veterans Memorial Boulevard
Suite 255
Metairie, LA 70005

Arthur B. Goodkind, Esq.
Koteen & Naftalin, L.L.P.
1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.,
Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for WTKR, Inc.

Paul J. Feldman, Esq.
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C.
1300 North 17th Street, 11th Floor
Rosslyn, VA 22209-3801
Counsel for Cornell University

John Griffith Johnson, Jr., Esq.
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Tenth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20004-2400
Counsel for The Pennsylvania State

University; and Pappas Stations
Partnership

John C. Quale, Esq.
David H. Pawlik, Esq.
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
LLP
1440 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005-2111
Counsel for Speer Communications
Holdings I Limited Partnership



James L. Winston, Esq.
Walter E. Diercks, Esq.
Lolita D. Smith, Esq.
James P. Schultz, Esq.
Rubin, Winston, Diercks, Harris & Cooke,
L.L.P.
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1000
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for AK Media Group, Inc.

James A. Koerner, Esq.
Baraff, Koerner & Olender, P.C.
Three Bethesda Metro Center
Suite 640
Bethesda, MD 20814
Counsel for Fayetteville-Cumberland

Telecasters, Inc.

John P. Bankson, Jf., Esq.
Drinker Biddle & Reath
901 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20005-2333
Counsel for Pueno Rico Broadcasting

Corporation

William F. Duhamel
President
Duhamel Broadcasting Enterprises
P.O. Box 1760
Rapid City, SD 57709

Donald E. Martin, Esq.
Donald E. Martin, P.e.
P.O. Box 19351
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Wichita Communications
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Lewis J. Paper, Esq.
Christopher T. McGowan, Esq.
Dickstein Shapiro Morin & Oshinsky
2101 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20037
Counsel for Acme Television Licenses of

Oregon, L.L. c.; and John C. Anderson

Edward S. O'Neill, Esq.
Bryan Cave
700 Thirteenth Street, N.W .
7th Floor
Washington, D. C. 20005
Counsel for South Central

Communications Corporation

Dan J. Alpert, Esq.
The Law Office of Dan J. Alpert
2120 N. 2pt Road
Suite 400
Arlington, VA 22201
Counsel for Kentuckiana Broadcasting,

Inc.; and Sunbelt Television, Inc.

Bed Brechner
222 Pasadena Place
Orlando, FL 32803

Lemuel E. Lewis
President
Landmark Television of Tennessee
474 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 37219



Walter P. Jacob, Esq.
Dennis P. Corbett, Esq.
Leventhal Senter & Lerman
2000 K Street, N. W.
Suite 600
Washington, D. C. 20006-1809
Counsel for Mountain Licenses

Michael Sherlock
Diane Zipursky
National Broadcasting Company, Inc.
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
11th Floor
Washington, D. C. 20004

Michael S. Ray, Esq.
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P.
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Communications Properties,

Inc.

Dorothy Spaulding
Manager TV-36
P.O. Box 3618
Augusta, GA 30914-3618

Todd D. Gray, Esq.
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson, P.L.L.C.
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20036-6802
Counsel for KCTS Television
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John R. Wilner, Esq.
Edward S. O'Neill, Esq.
Bryan Cave LLP
700 Thirteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
Counsel for McAlister Television

Enterprises, Inc.

William F. Hammett, P.E.
Dane E. Ericksen, P.E.
Stanley Salek, P.E.
Hammett & Edison
Box 280068
San Francisco, CA 94128-0068

Howard J. Braun, Esq.
Jerold L. Jacobs, Esq.
Rosenman & Colin LLP
1300 19th Street, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Island Broadcasting Co.

Peter Morrill
General Manager
Idaho State Board of Education
1455 N. Orchard
Boise, ID 83707

John C. Quale, Esq.
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
LLP
1440 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005-2111
Counsel for KHQ, Inc.



James R. Bayes, Esq.
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for King Broadcasting Company

Donald E. Ward, Esq.
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Fifth Floor
Washington, D. C. 20004
Counsel for COAST TV

John Crigler, Esq.
Haley, Bader & Potts, P.L.C.
4350 North Fairfax Drive
Suite 900
Arlington, VA 22203-1633
Counsel for Spokane School District No. 81

Eric L. Bernthal, Esq.
Kevin C. Boyle, Esq.
Susan F. McNeil, Esq.
Latham & Watkins
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1300
Washington, D.C. 20554
Counsel for Scanlan Television, Inc.; and
Citadel Communications Co., Ltd.
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A. Wray Fitch III, Esq.
Gammon & Grange
8280 Greensboro Drive, 7th Floor
McLean, VA 22102-3807
Counsel for KSKN-TV, Inc.

Carl R. Ramey, Esq.
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for Retlaw Enterprises, Inc.

Wayne Coy, Jr., Esq.
Cohn & Marks
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20036-1573
Counsel for Washington State University

Gene A. Bechtel, Esq.
Bechtel & Cole, Chartered
1901 L Street, N.W.
Suite 250
Washington, D.C. 20554
Counsel forLindsay Television, Inc.,. and
Syracuse Minority Television, Inc.



Peter D. O'Connell, Esq.
Mamie K. Sarver, Esq.
Reed Smith Shaw & McClay
1301 K Street, N.W.
Suite 100 - East Tower
Washington, D.C. 20005
Counsel for Gannett Co., Inc.

Mamie K. Sarver, Esq.
Reed Smith Shaw & McClay
1301 K Street, N.W.
Suite 1100 - East Tower
Washington, D.C. 20005
Counsel for California Oregon

Broadcasting, Inc.; and Wichita License
Subsidiary Corp.

Dale Scholten
Chief Engineer
WXMI(TV)
3117 Plaza Drive NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Alan C. Campbell, Esq.
Jeffrey L. Timmons, Esq.
Irwin, Campbell & Tannenwald, P.C.
1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036-3101
Counsel for KM Communications, Inc.

-6-

Theodore D. Frank, Esq.
Marcia A. Cranberg, Esq.
Arnold & Porter
555 Twelfth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004-1206
Counsel for Community Television of

Southern California; The Asociation of
America's Public Television Stations;
and Public Broadcasting Service

Benjamin J. Griffin, Esq.
Reed Smith Shaw & McClay
1301 K Street, N.W.
Suite 1100 - East Tower
Washington, D.C. 20005-3317
Counsel for Lewis Broadcasting

Corporation

Alan C. Campbell, Esq.
Elizabeth A. Sims, Esq.
Tara S. Becht, Esq.
Irwin, Campbell & Tannenwald, P.C.
1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036-3101
Counsel for Sonshine Family TV Corp.

Leonard S. Joyce, Esq.
Law Offices of Leonard S. Joyce
5335 Wisconsin Avenue
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20015
Counsel for Family Stations, Inc.



James A. Stenger, Esq.
Amy L. Brett, Esq.
Ross & Hardies
888 16th Street, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for RGV Educational Broadcasting,

Inc.

Kenneth C. Howard, Jr., Esq.
Michael Ruger, Esq.
Baker & Hostetler LLP
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W .
Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036-5304
Counsel for KFBB Corporation, L.L. C.

J. Dominic Monahan, Esq.
Luvaas Cobb Richards and Fraser
777 High Street
Suite 300
Eugene, OR 97401
Counsel for Sierra Broadcasting Company

Peter Tannenwald, Esq.
Elizabeth A. Sims, Esq.
Irwin, Campbell & Tannenwald, P.C.
1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036-3101
Counsel for Montgomery Communications,
Inc.,. WAMU(FM); and Community
Broadcasters Association
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Michael Ruger, Esq.
Baker & Hostetler LLP
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036-5304
Counsel for Scripps Howard Broadcasting
Company

Ann K. Ford, Esq.
Michael Ruger, Esq.
Baker & Hostetler LLP
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036-5304
Counsel for WRNN-TV Associates Limited

Partnership

Wade H. Hargrove, Esq.
Mark J. Prak, Esq.
Steven J. Levitas, Esq.
Marcus W. Trathen, Esq.
Brooks, Pierce, McLendon, Humphrey &
Leonard, L.L.P.

Post Office Box 1800
Raliegh, NC 27602
Counsel for National Association of

Broadcasters; and Association for
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Marvin Rosenberg, Esq.
David A. Vaughan, Esq.
Holland & Knight LLP
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20037-3202
Counsel for JDG Television; and Capitol
Broadcasting Company, Inc.
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Suite 400
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Michael D. Berg, Esq.
Julian L. Shepard, Esq.
Verner Liipfert Bernhard McPherson and
Hand, Chartered

901 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D. C. 20005
Counsel for Lincoln Broadcasting Company
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Robert Lewis Thompson, Esq.
Taylor Thiemann & Aitken, L.C.
908 King Street
Suite 300
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Counsel for Gulf California Broadcast

Company

Erwin G. Krasnow, Esq.
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Verner Liipfert Bernhard McPherson and
Hand, Chartered

901 15th Street, N.W.
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Counsel for Golden Empire Television Corp.

Robert D. Primosch, Esq.
Wilkinson, Barker, Knauer & Quinn
1735 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
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Counsel for Dispatch Broadcast Group; and
Tribune Broadcasting Company

-9-

Christopher D. Imlay, Esq.
Booth Freret Imlay & Tepper, P.C.
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Washington, D.C. 20006
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Washington, D. C. 20006
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Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006
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Counsel for Mountain Broadcasting
Corporation

William H. Fitz, Esq.
Erin M. Egan, Esq.
Erika F. King, Esq.
Covington & Burling
Post Office Box 7566
Washington, D.C. 20044-7566
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